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1. Most people go on living their everyday life: half frightened, half indifferent, they behold the ghostly tragi-comedy that is being performed on the international stage before the eyes and ears of the world." 

2. "I don't know what kind of weapons will be used in the third world war, assuming there will be a third world war. But I can tell you what the fourth world war will be fought with -- stone clubs." 

3. "The attempt to combine wisdom and power has only rarely been successful and then only for a short while." 

4. "I don't know what will be used in the next world war, but the 4th will be fought with stones." 

5. "My life is a simple thing that would interest no one. It is a known fact that I was born and that is all that is necessary." 

6. "The most incomprehensible thing about the world is that it is at all comprehensible." 

7. "What really interests me is whether God had any choice in the creation of the world." 

8. "It is only to the individual that a soul is given." 
9. "Generations to come will scarce believe that such a one as this ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth. (said of Mahatma Gandhi)"
10. "It is the theory that decides what we can observe." 
11. "To punish me for my contempt for authority, fate made me an authority myself." 
12. "The unleashed power of the atom has changed everything save our modes of thinking, and we thus drift toward unparalled catastrophes." 
13. "Our defense is not in our armaments, nor in science, nor in going underground. Our defense is in law and order." 
14. "The hardest thing in the world to understand is the income tax." 

15. "Intellectuals solve problems; geniuses prevent them."
16. "What is inconceivable about the universe is that it is at all conceivable."

17. "I live in that solitude which is painful in youth, but delicious in the years of maturity." 

18. "If the facts don't fit the theory, change the facts." 
19. "We scientists, whose tragic destiny it has been to make the methods of annihilation ever more gruesome and more effective, must consider it our solemn and transcendent duty to do all in our power in preventing these weapons from being used for the brutal purpose for which they were invented." 
20. "The strength of the Constitution lies entirely in the determination of each citizen to defend it. Only if every single citizen feels duty bound to do his share in this defense are the constitutional rights secure." 
21. "He who joyfully marches to music in rank and file has already earned my contempt. He has been given a large brain by mistake, since for him the spinal cord would fully suffice. This disgrace to civilization should be done away with at once. Heroism at command, senseless brutality, and all the loathsome nonsense that goes by the name of patriotism, how violently I hate all this, how despicable and ignoble war is; I would rather be torn to shreds than be part of so base an action! It is my conviction that killing under the cloak of war is nothing but an act of murder."
22. "The process of scientific discovery is, in effect, a continual flight from wonder." 
23. "If my theory of relativity is proven successful, Germany will claim me as a German and France will declare that I am a citizen of the world."

24. "Each of us visits this Earth involuntarily, and without an invitation. For me, it is enough to wonder at the secrets."

25. "A storm broke loose in my mind."

26. "When the Special Theory of Relativity began to germinate in me, I was visited by all sorts of nervous conflicts... I used to go away for weeks in a state of confusion."
27. "We believe that an informed citizenry will act for life and not for death. (on atomic energy)"

28. "It is in fact nothing short of a miracle that the modern methods of instruction have not yet entirely strangled the holy curiosity of inquiry; for what this delicate little plant needs more than anything, besides stimulation, is freedom. It is a very grave mistake to think that the enjoyment of seeing and searching can be promoted by means of coercion and a sense of duty."
29. "By academic freedom I understand the right to search for truth and to publish and teach what one holds to be true. This right implies also a duty: one must not conceal any part of what on has recognized to be true. It is evident that any restriction on academic freedom acts in such a way as to hamper the dissemination of knowledge among the people and thereby impedes national judgment and action."
30. "No, this trick won't work...How on earth are you ever going to explain in terms of chemistry and physics so important a biological phenomenon as first love?"

31. "Now he has departed from this strange world a little ahead of me. That means nothing. People like us, who believe in physics, know that the distinction between past, present, and future is only a stubbornly persistent illusion."
32. "One had to cram all this stuff into one's mind for the examinations, whether one liked it or not. This coercion had such a deterring effect on me that, after I had passed the final examination, I found the consideration of any scientific problems distasteful to me for an entire year."
33. "Why is it that nobody understands me and everybody likes me?"

34. "There has already been published by the bucketfuls such brazen lies and utter fictions about me that I would long since have gone to my grave if I had let myself pay attention to that."

35. "The individual must not merely wait and criticize, he must defend the cause the best he can. The fate of the world will be such as the world deserves."
36. "When you are courting a nice girl an hour seems like a second. When you sit on a red-hot cinder a second seems like an hour. That's relativity."
37. "E=mcÂ² (Energy equals mass times the square of the speed of light.) Original statement: If a body gives off the energy L in the form of radiation, its mass diminshes by L/cÂ²."
38. "To know that what is impenetrable to us really exists, manifesting itself as the highest wisdom and the most radiant beauty, which our dull facilities can comprehend only in the most primitive forms--this knowledge, this feeling, is at the center of true religiousness. In this sense, and in this sense only, I belong to the ranks of the devoutly religious men."
39. "Everything is determined, the beginning as well as the end, by forces over which we have no control. It is determined for insects as well as for the stars. Human beings, vegetables or cosmic dust, we all dance to a mysterious tune, intoned in the distance by an invisible piper."
40. "I do not believe that civilization will be wiped out in a war fought with the atomic bomb. Perhaps two-thirds of the people of the Earth might be killed, but enough men capable of thinking, and enough books, would be left to start again, and civilization could be restored."
41. "Physical concepts are free creations of the human mind, and are not, however it may seem, uniquely determined by the external world."
42. "Something deeply hidden had to be behind things."
43. "Innumerable voices have been asserting for some time now that human society is passing through a crisis, that its stability has been gravely shattered. It is characteristic of such a situation that individuals feel indifferent or even hostile toward the group, small or large, to which they belong. In order to illustrate my meaning, let me record here a personal experience. I recently discussed with an intelligent and well-disposed man the threat of another war, which in my opinion would seriously endanger the existence of mankind, and I remarked that only a supranational organization would offer protection from that danger. Thereupon my visitor, very calmly and coolly, said to me: "Why are you so deeply opposed to the disappearance of the human race?"
44. "Human beings are not condemned, because of their biological constitution, to annihilate each other or to be at the mercy of a cruel, self-inflicted fate."

45. "All our thoughts and concepts are called up by sense-experiences and have a meaning only in reference to these sense-experiences. On the other hand, however, they are products of the spontaneous activity of our minds; they are thus in no wise logical consequences of the contents of these sense-experiences. If, therefore, we wish to grasp the essence of a complex of abstract notions we must for the one part investigate the mutual relationships between the concepts and the assertions made about them; for the other, we must investigate how they are related to the experiences."
46. "There was this huge world out there, independent of us human beings and standing before us like a great, eternal riddle, at least partly accessible to our inspection and thought. The contemplation of that world beckoned like a liberation."

47. "Never regard study as a duty but as an enviable opportunity to learn to know the liberating influence of beauty in the realm of the spirit for your own personal joy and to the profit of the community to which your later works belong."

48. "I have reached an age when, if someone tells me to wear socks, I don't have to

49. "If you can't explain it simply, you don't understand it well enough."

50. "All of us who are concerned for peace and triumph of reason and justice must be keenly aware how small an influence reason and honest good will exert upon events in the political field."

51. "A photograph never grows old. You and I change, people change all through the months and years, but a photograph always remains the same. How nice to look at a photograph of mother or father taken many years ago. You see them as you remember them. But as people live on, they change completely. That is why I think a photograph can be kind."
52. "True art is characterized by an irresistible urge in the creative artist."

53. "Those people have seen _something_. What it is I do not know and I can not care to know. (on flying saucers)"
54. "The mere formulation of a problem is far more essential than its solution, which may be merely a matter of mathematical or experimental skills. To raise new questions, new possibilities, to regard old problems from a new angle requires creative imagination and marks real advances in science."
55. "Quantum mechanics is certainly imposing. But an inner voice tells me that it is not yet the real thing. The theory says a lot, but does not really bring us closer to the secret of the 'Old One.' I, at any rate, am convinced that He is not playing at dice."
56. "Great spirits have always found violent opposition from mediocre minds. The latter cannot understand it when a man does not thoughtlessly submit to hereditary prejudices but honestly and courageously uses his intelligence and fulfills the duty to express the results of his thoughts in clear form."
57. "The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for existing. One cannot help but be in awe when he contemplates the mysteries of eternity, of life, of the marvelous structure of reality. It is enough if one tries merely to comprehend a little of this mystery every day. Never lose a holy curiosity."
58. "We cannot solve our problems with the same thinking we used when we created them."

59. "Before God we are equally wise--and equally foolish."

60. "Few are those who see with their own eyes and feel with their own hearts."

61. "He who can no longer pause to wonder and stand rapt in awe, is as good as dead; his eyes are closed."

62. "How strange is the lot of us mortals! Each of us is here for a brief sojourn; for what purpose he knows not, though he senses it. But without deeper reflection one knows from daily life that one exists for other people."
63. "I think and think for months and years, ninety-ninety times, the conclusion is false. The hundredth time I am right."

64. "An empty stomach is not a good political advisor."

65. "In the middle of difficulity lies opportunity."

66. "Let every man be respected as an individual and no man idolized."

67. "More and more I come to value charity and love of one's fellow being above everything else... All our lauded technological progress--our very civilization--is like the axe in the hand of the pathological criminal."
68. "The most beautiful thing we can experience is the mysterious. It is the source of all true art and all science. He to whom this emotion is a stranger, who can no longer pause to wonder and stand rapt in awe, is as good as dead: his eyes are closed."
69. "What is the meaning of human life, or of organic life altogether? To answer this question at all implies a religion. Is there any sense then, you ask, in putting it? I answer, the man who regards his own life and that of his fellow creatures as meaningless is not merely unfortunate but almost disqualified for life."
70. "The most beautiful experience we can have is the mysterious - the fundamental emotion which stands at the cradle of true art and true science."

71. "I do not believe in the immortality of the individual, and I consider ethics to be an exclusively human concern without any superhuman authority behind it."

72. "Any power must be an enemy of mankind which enslaves the individual by terror and force, whether it arises under the Fascist or the Communist flag. All that is valuable in human society depends upon the opportunity for development accorded to the individual."
73. "The pursuit of truth and beauty is a sphere of activity in which we are permitted to remain children all our lives."

74. "Anger dwells only in the bosom of fools."

75. "...One of the strongest motives that lead men to art and science is escape from everyday life with its painful crudity and hopeless dreariness, from the fetters of one's own ever-shifting desires. A finely tempered nature longs to escape from the personal life into the world of objective perception and thought."
76. "Two things are infinite: the universe and human stupidity; and I'm not sure about the the universe."

77. "If you are out to describe the truth, leave elegance to the tailor."

78. "Why does this magnificent applied science, which saves work and makes life easier, bring us little happiness? The simple answer runs: because we have not yet learned to make sensible use of it."
79. "In light of knowledge attained, the happy achievement seems almost a matter of course, and any intelligent student can grasp it without too much trouble. But the years of anxious searching in the dark, with their intense longing, their alterations of confidence and exhaustion and the final emergence into the light -- only those who have experienced it can understand it."
80. "I want to know how God created this world. I am not interested in this or that phenomenon, in the spectrum of this or that element. I want to know His thoughts; the rest are details."
81. "One cannot simultaneously prevent and prepare for war."
82. "Every kind of peaceful cooperation among men is primarily based on mutual trust and only secondarily on institutions such as courts of justice and police."

83. "If I were to start taking care of my grooming, I would no longer be my own self ... so the hell with it ... I will continue to be unconcerned about it, which surely has the advantage that I'm left in peace by many a fop who would otherwise come to see me."
84. "I like neither new clothes nor new kinds of food."

85. "It would be a sad situation if the wrapper were better than the meat wrapped inside it. (referring to clothing)"

86. "If most of us are ashamed of shabby clothes and shoddy furniture, let us be more ashamed of shabby ideas and shoddy philosophies."

87. "There is an atmosphere of well-sounding oratory that likes to attach itself to dress clothes. Away with it!"

88. "A human being is part of a whole, called by us the 'Universe,' a part limited in time and space. He experiences himself, his thoughts and feelings, as something separated from the rest--a kind of optical delusion of his consciousness. This delusion is a kind of prison for us, restricting us to our personal desires and to affection for a few persons nearest us. Our task must be to free ourselves from this prison by widening our circles of compassion to embrace all living creatures and the whole of nature in its beauty."
89. "In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity."

90. "If a cluttered desk signs a cluttered mind, of what, then, is an empty desk a sign?"

91. "The grand aim of all science is to cover the greatest number of empirical facts by logical deduction from the smallest number of hypotheses or axioms."

92. "There comes a time when the mind takes a higher plane of knowledge but can never prove how it got there."

93. "Concern for man himself and his fate must always form the chief interest of all technical endeavors, concern for the great unsolved problems of the organization of labor and the distribution of goods--in order that the creations of our mind shall be a blessing and not a curse to mankind. Never forget this in the midst of your diagrams and equations."
94. "I believe that whoever tries to think things through honestly will soon recognize how unworthy and even fatal is the traditional bias against Negroes. What can the man of good will do to combat this deeply rooted prejudice? He must have the courage to set an example by words and deed, and must watch lest his children become influenced by racial bias."
95. "[Bias against the Negro] is the worst disease from which the society of our nation suffers."

96. "The highest destiny of the individual is to serve rather than to rule."

97. "I feel that you are justified in looking into the future with true assurance, because you have a mode of living in which we find the joy of life and the joy of work harmoniously combined. Added to this is the spirit of ambition which pervades your very being, and seems to make the day's work like a happy child at play. (referring to America)"
98. "A theory can be proved by experiment; but no path leads from experiment to the birth of a theory."

99. "Try not to become a man of success but rather to become a man of value."

100. "The American lives even more for his goals, for the future, than the European. Life for him is always becoming, never being."
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