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AMBASSADOR ABDULLAH HUSSAIN HAROON

I

Permanent Representative of Pakistan to the United Nations, New York.

V.

Born on 21 October 1950, Ambassador Haroon completed his education from Karachi
Grammar School and Karachi University. He began his early carrier in public service as
election Coordinator for Pakistan Muslim League in 1970. Laterskeved as
Councillor, Karachi Metropolitan Corporation KMC through 19[@8B5, remained
Trustee Karachi Port Trust 198®82, Member Sindh Provincial Assembly 198%88,
Speaker, Provincial Assembly of Sindh 19886 and leader of opposition, Sindh
Assemby from 1986 t01988. He also served as Consultant, Pakistan Herald Publication
19881989, delegate to UN General Assembly, Member to the Board of Governors,
Institute of Business Administration Karachi 199899, Director Board of Directors
Karachi ElectricSupply Corporation 1997999, Chairman Griffith College Karachi
19992005 and President, Pakist@hina Business Forum from 1999 to 2004.

He joined the post of Permanent Representative Pakistan to the United Nations in New
York on 3rd of September 2008.

Hussain Abdullah Haroon formerly speaker of the Provincial Assembly of Sindh, On
28th February, 1985 General AikHag hold elections on non party basis, sits on the
board of several educational institutes, sports associations and charity organikggions.
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also has the distinction of being the youngest President of the Sind Club. The elder
brother of Hameed Haroon and grandson of Sir Abdullah Haroon whom-@éaidm

called one of the strongest pillars of the Muslim League. Hussain Abdullah Haroon
belongto noble Sindhi family. He is member of many boards of educational institutes,
sports associations and charity organizations. He also has the distinction of being the
youngest President of the Sindh Club. He also been part of protest against real estate
development in Bundal Island by Emaar. Hussain Haroon is the chair of the English
speaking club of Karachi.

In July 2008, Hussain Abdullah Haroon was appointed as the Permanent Representative
of Pakistan to the United Nations, replacing veteran Munir Aktdentook over the
post on 3 September, 2008.

The PPP government has nominated Hussain Haroon, a kaesdd businessman,

social activist and former Sindh Assembly speaker for the key diplomatic position of
Pakistands per manentdNatonsindNeweYork, dheiNewshaso t he
learnt.

Apparently the move has been prompted by PPRMaaman Asif Ali Zardari. There

are strong indications that Hussain Haroon may replace the incumbent Munir Akram

ahead of the UN General Assembly session in &epte r . Akramdos empl c
contract expires in February 2009.

Hussain Haroon sits on the board of several educational institutions, sports associations
and charity organisations. He is the president of English Speaking Union of Pakistan
and also has the disction of being the youngest president of the elite Sindh Club.

He is the grandson of Late Sir Abdullah Haroon, a leading businessman and a
distinguished philanthropist whom QuaseéAzam called one of the strongest pillars of
the Muslim League.Hussainarbon was reportedly a contemporary of Benazir Bhutto

at the Karachi Grammar School from where he obtained hisv€ls certificate.

Speaking at a seminar on O6Karachi Strateg
Haroon had demanded the establishmenttofran on the outskirts of Karachi and had

proposed that it be named after late Benazir Bhutto. His suggestion was that up to six
million people from the interior Sindh be settled there. Hussain Haroon is also known to

have ably advocated the Sindh caserejdhe Kalabagh dam.

The high profile slot of PR to UN Headquarters in New York has typically been
occupied by Pakistandés ace diplomats havi:
multilateral diplomacy. Among these have been stalwarts, includingAgitea Shahi,

Jamshed Marker, Shahnawaz, Igbal Akhund and Niaz Naek, besides seasoned
professionals like Shamshad Ahmed, Ahmed Kamal and Inamul Hag. Among the
exceptions have been a couple of outstanding and accomplished individuals namely

Patras Bokhari andrince Ali Khan.




Pakistan

Extends along either side of the historic Indus River, following its course
from the mountain valleys of the Himalayas down to the Arabian Sea.

Bordering on India, China, Afghanistan and Ir an, it is strategically located astride
the ancient trade routes between Asia and Europe. Pakistan's 796,095 square
kilometers of territory include a wide variety of landscapes, from arid deserts to
lush, green valleys to stark mountain peaks.

Geographically, Pakistan can be divided into three regions: the lowlands along the

Indus in the south and east, the arid plateau of Baluchistan in the southwest, and

the mountains of the north. The provinces of Punjab_and Sindh, in the east and
south, are well irrigated by the Indus and its tributaries. The land is fertile and
produces most of Pakistan's food. This area, which includes the cities of Karachi,
Islamabad (the capital), Lahore and Rawalpindi, is the most densely -populated in
the country.

The southwestern province of Baluchistan covers almost half Pakistan's territory.
The land consists of a stony plateau, sparsely populated and very dry. Outside of
the provincial capital of Quetta, travel in Baluchistan is
extremely restricted.

Pakistan's mountainous north contains the second
tallest peak o n Earth, K2 (28,250 ft., 8611 m), and
over 300 glaciers. Three great mountain ranges stretch
across this part of the country: the Himalayas, the
Karakorams and the Hindu Kush. The region's
topography is constantly changing, as frequent
earthquakes help the  mountains grow at the
remarkable rate of 7 mm (1/4 inch) a year.

Pakistan's climate varies according to elevation. April
through September are the most pleasant months in

the mountains, although they bring oppressive heat to

the low -lying plains of the In  dus Valley, where midday
temperatures can exceed 40 degrees Celsius (100
degrees F). December through February are the
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coolest months, as lowland temperatures drop to between 10 -25 degrees C (50 -77
degrees F) and the air in the mountains falls below freezi ng. Monsoons reach the
southern areas of the country in late summer, although precipitation is minimal in

Baluchistan and in the north and limited in most of the interior.

History and People

W hile Pakistan as a country is relatively new, the Indus River region is known as a
cradle of civilization. Archaeologists have found fossils of Homo sapiens in the area

which date back 50,000 years. An urban society known as the Indus Civilization

developed around 3,000 BC and flourished for a period of about fiftee n hundred
years. One of the reasons for the rise and the prosperity of the Indus Civilization

was its situation right along a natural trade route between central Asia and the

Indian subcontinent. While this position encouraged the rise of an urban trading

society, it also encouraged wave after wave of invasion, making Pakistan's history a

mind -boggling tapestry of successive conquests.

The first of these incursions was that of the
Aryans, who arrived from Central Asia around
1,700 BC, displacing the Indus Civilization and
bringing Hinduism to the region. Twelve hundred
years later, the Aryans yielded in turn to the
armies of Cyrus the Great, and the Indus region
became a part of his Achaemenid Persian

empire. The next conqueror to arrive was
Alexander the G reat, who passed through the
Khyber Pass in 326 BC, built a fleet of ships, and
sailed down the Indus to conquer what is now

the Punjab state. It was in the Punjab that
Alexander's soldiers refused to go any further

east, prompting an enormously difficult march
homeward through the harsh desert regions of
Baluchistan, Afghanistan, and Iran.

Alexander's successors, the Seleucids, survived for about a century, until they
capitulated to Ashoka, emperor of the great Mauryan empire of India. It was

Ashoka who, i n an act of remorse for the suffering caused by his many conquests,
brought Buddhism to Pakistan (and to much of Asia). The Mauryans were then
succeeded by the Bactrians, the Sakes (Scythian nomads), the Parthians, and, in

the 2nd century AD, by the Kushan s. Kanishka, the greatest of the Kushan kings,
ruled from Peshawar over an empire that stretched across much of India. As the
Kushan empire declined, various Hindu kingdoms based in India asserted their

power, dividing up the territory between them. Islam was introduced in the 8th
century and quickly spread throughout the region. The Turkish rulers of Afghanistan
invaded Pakistan as they began their conquest of India. Pakistan then passed under
the control of the Muslim sultans of Delhi.

Early in the 16th  century, Pakistan became part of the Mughal Empire. Under the
emperors Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan, art and architecture flourished. By the
early 19th century, the Sikhs had consolidated their power and declared Lahore

their capital. Within a few decade s, however, the Sikhs were defeated in battle by
the English, and Pakistan became part of the British Raj. When India prepared for
independence from the British in the 1940s, Muslim Indians pushed for their own



independent state, and the republic of Pakist an came into being on August 14,

1947 as a Muslim homeland. Unfortunately, the birth of both Pakistan and India

was marked by massive bloodshed, when violence broke out between Muslims and

Hindus migrating from one country to the other. About 500,000 peopl e are believed
to have died.

Pakistan's population of 128 million is one of the fastest -growing in Asia. The two
largest ethnic groups are the Punjabis, an Indo - Aryan people who dominate political
and business life, and the Pashtuns, who work mainly as he rders and farmers. The
northern areas are home to many distinct ethnic groups, whose eclectic heritage is

the result of intermarriage between local peoples and invaders from elsewhere in

Europe and Asia. The official language is Urdu, and English is used e xtensively in
business.

Most travelers to Pakistan head for the north, where the weather is pleasant, the
views spectacular, and trekking opportunities ample.

The Mountains

Baltoro Glacier

The trek from Skardu to the Baltoro

Glacier gives the best clo  se-up views of
K2, and the trail along the Braldu and

Biaho rivers takes hikers right into the

heart of the Karakoram Mountains. The

early part of the trek passes through

green orchards, and summer visitors will

be able to sample apples, apricots,

peaches and cherries along the way. The
terrain soon becomes rugged, however,

and trekkers should be prepared to

navigate trails covered with sharp stones

and punctuated by glacial streams and

steep gullies. The dark stone of the lower
peaks provides a dramatic co  ntrast to the
glittering snow -capped peaks in the
distance. Concordia, the base camp for K2
expeditions, offers spectacular views of
some of the highest mountains on Earth, including K2, Gasherbrum, Masherbrum,
and Chogolisa.

The Hunza Valley



The valley of the Hunza River was supposedly
the inspiration for Shangri -la in James Hilton's
famous novel Lost Horizon . According to local
legend, the river water contains traces of gold

and has life -prolonging powers, and the people
of Hunza are noted for their lo ngevity. Many of
the Hunzakut, as they are known, have light -
colored hair and eyes and claim to be descended
from Alexander the Great's soldiers. Their

dialect, Brushaski, has no apparent link to any
existing language family.

The town of Hunza is the start ing point for treks
to the Batura, Hopar and Hispar glaciers. The

trek to Ultar Canyon gives especially dramatic
views of the surrounding glaciers and granite
peaks. Trekkers can stay overnight in distinctive

shepherds' huts built of piled stones. The soun d of ice crashing down from the
surrounding glaciers provides a unique lullaby.

The Swat Valley

Visitors who want a taste of northern

Pakistan's historical variety should head
this lush valley. Located in the monsoon
belt, it receives more rain than mos

for

t

northern areas, so the land is particularly

fertile and green. The Swat River and its
tributaries gush through rocky gorges an
are particularly known for trout fishing.
The houses of the small villages in the a
are stacked one on top of the other

d

rea
up the

mountainsides, with the roofs of one level
of houses used as a front street for houses

on the next level.

The hillsides abound with forts, a
testament to the region's strategic

importance. Alexander the Great and his army marched through Chakdar, an d
subsequent invaders left their mark: the town still has remains of Buddhist
monasteries from the 1st to 7th centuries, while Hindu forts from the 8th to 10th

centuries loom on the hilltops. Worth visi
have been used for 3,500 years.

ting are the valley's graveyards, which

Mount llam (2,811m, 9,222 ft) has been considered sacred since prehistoric times.
A trek to the top brings visitors to a group of massive square blocks of stone, which
archaeologists guess were used as an ancient altar.

Punjab

Taxila, on e of the most important architectural sites in Asia, is within easy distance
of Islamabad and Rawalpindi. The excavations, spreading out over 25 sq km,
include the remains of cities dating back to the 6th century BC. The architecture
and artifacts show the influence of a steady stream of rulers: Persians, Greeks,



